














What the Pros Know

Larry Laslo likes to mix fabrics both

for aesthetic and practical purposes.

The combination af three shades of
w1tk o the beadboard in the mosfer
bedroom speaks to the former (the
finishes are so subtle that you hoave
fo ook carefully to see what makes
e colors shimmer). Then there is
e prrergemantfie. Tn bedrooms and
elsewhere, he wses fabrics of differ
ing weight, fome and Eransiucence o
control sunshine by day and keep the
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rooms dark of night, To acoomplish
this, he pairs sheer drapes with solid
ones. While that may be common
enough, Laslos arrangement is
“hackward™; He hangs the sheers

in firevad, on the rooen séde, amd pots
the more opague drapes against the
window wall. This allows him to use
patterned sheers—above, a zehra
sheer called Timberland, designed
by Laslo for Robert Allen—over o less
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“Art dominates this apartment,”
says Laslo. The Lords and their
like-minded designer canvassed
annual Art Busef exhibitions and

explored the burgeoning local gallery scene to select new and
sometimes edgy work to add to the collection.

The couple’s collection includes both painting and photography,
and they are unafraid of works that might be deemed controver-
sial. In decorating the condo, design decisions deferred to the
presence of the collection. “Art to us is not something you match
with a sofa,” says Karen. The living room is of course the primary
showease, Some of Laslo's blasts of color come in the form of the
softening and inviting pillows that line the white leather sofa;
others are in the paintings themselves or the dining area beyond.

Some of the references in the design are subtle, others less so.
And for all its sophistication, the apartment has its moments of
coy humor as well. Laslo likes to term the master bedroom®s
Christopher Guy headboard, with its abstract sculpted fabric, “the
Flintstones meet Hollywood glam.” Add to that a mirrored chest
of drawers (Laslo has one himself that once belonged to Helena
Fubinstein, “who used it to store shoes.” he says), gold-leaf drum
side tables and a fanciful feathered White Nimbus chandelier and
the Hollywood look is complete,

The picture-perfect quality is no accident. Laslo started out as a
painter, then went on to window display before taking up product
and interior design, He understands composition in two and three
dimensions, “T really see the whole room, every room, as a photo-
graph in my mind before it is finished,” he explains. @

See Resources, last pages.,

Above: In the bedroom, a vintage lounge chair and ottoman sit in front of a
mirrored cabinet from MIBA Home in Miami's design district {the lamp is from
MNIBA, too). Opposite: The extraordinary Christopher Guy bed is dressed with
linens from Robert Allen, Elysée tables from Madison Leathers are gold-leaf

drums; lamps are by Hinson Lighting. At the foot of the bed, the X-legged Direc-
toire ottoman is by Larry Laslo for Ferguson Copeland. Art Is by Terry Rodgers.







